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ERRATUM 
In Volume 2 Number 1, page 5 ,  in the ESCMID STUDY GROUP REPORT, we published the first formula 
under the heading Discriminatory Power incorrectly, substituting N for S at one point. We publish below the hll 
paragraph containing the correct version of the formula, with our apologies: 
Consensus guidelines for appropriate use and 
evaluation of microbial epidemiologic typing systems 
M. J. Struelens and the Members of the European Study Group on Epidemiological 
Markers (ESGEM), of the European Society for Clinical Microbiology and Infectious 
Diseases (ESCMID) 
Discriminatory power 
The hscriminatory power is the average probability 
that the typing system will assign a different type to two 
unrelated strains randomly sampled in the microbial 
population of a given taxon. This probability, as shown 
by Hunter [24], can be expressed by the formula of 
Simpson index of diversity, whch reads: 
where D is the index of ducriminatory power, N the 
number of unrelated strains tested, S the number of 
different types, and n, the number of strains belonging 
to the jth type, assuming that strains will be classified 
into mutually exclusive categories. Otherwise, if 
differentiation criteria are used, such as for phage type 
data, a more general version of this formula is given by 
the equation 
I N I 
D = 1 -  2 a, 
N(N-1) j = 1  
where a, is the number of strains identical to the jth 
strain [24]. A computer program to calculate D is 
available from Hunter [24]. 
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